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The ~ovcrnor of the

province of Texas informs Your

Lordship of tIle hostilities

'conunitted by the Cumnn[cl1eJ,

Guachita"and Tabonyaz Indians.

[There is a] statement of a

Christian captive who was among

them, and this declaration he

[alsoJ encloses for YOl1r I,ordship.

YOll may "'is11 to avail yourself of

f JvTy deal~ G:Lr :

Ia On the 8th day of the
~

~
I present month, at the time the

I sun was setting, I received word
lI that fifteen hostile Indians had

Ientered the far side of the lower
(1I tract, which lies to the south.
ij
, They broke do,·m a gate to the
~
~'.,

I enclosure. Findinf, two poor and
~ . .,

'1 rnost honorable residents called
·3·

no

took

they

the~,

.Alferes Don

it and "That [the governor] d.is-

closes in adopting provisions

for the remedy of future ills

that may occur.

less.

,oj.., ~

~ AVlst~n de Armas and. Jose
h . .
K .

I Ximenes, who i-rere ploiting,

i killed them.rith spears and

'1 part of tl1eir scalJ.?s, since

--------------------------------------••lwere found out and could do
lv

I therefore inunediately set about to send> out / /

Marcelo Vald~s with 18 men to head them off at the exii on the west

side. Alferes Don Fran[cis]co Aman~al, with 10 [soldiers] and some

residents :were to go to the said tract and if ·they did not find the

enemy ther.e they ",ere to folloyT their tracks. lIa.vinr; done so and not

fo~~d the enemy in (that] place, they went on to pursue them, leaving

the residents to move the corpses to this presidio. The said officers

retu;.rned to tl1is presidio at half' pa.st nine 0' cloc]\: at ni.{t,ht and in-

formed me t~at they had been unable to overtake the hostiles, as ni~ht



:rr

'11aJ fall en, o.n d aceo:rd inc; to tIle :tr trac l\,s they hail hea.ded ov.'t to''tID.rd s

the c.r0sslng of Los Oloten, "r11icll lies to t'he northwent of th,to pre-

sidio.

On the 9tl1 dUj' I sent Ottt tl1e four' Indian -trackers that are kept
2

f"or / / such occasions, to find out the destination of tIle said

Indians. Returning on the 13th daYt they informed me they had gone ~s

f~~ as San Saba) which is 80 leagues away from this presidio, always

fol.lo\{ing the tracks t which "rere those of fifteen to t1·renty Curnanches,.

Not daring to move ahead, as there were places that were quite ex-

posed, they returne<l, in the belief that the perpetrators of said

murders were Indians of the said nation, and thus they were going at

such a pace as was proved by the fact that they had found two horses

and a. mule ,dead on tl1e road.

:At daWn the 16th day my servants brought word that the enemy had

broken dOvffi a sate to the enclosure of the house next to mine, to the

south) and then opened another where [the enclosure] separates nw
2v

house from the other. I\~1aking their way to my stable, ,j j they broke

the beam holding the cross~ar, so that they could remove a fine pad-

lock that was on it. EnterinG the said stable) they took my two best

saddle hor~'es and two others belonginG to iny servants, in addition to

a bridle that was hanging on a pee. I stood for' a while observine all

this ruin, whereupon I was informed that (the Indians] had been in

most of the gardens to the west, where they had 14reaked indescribable

havoc, to .vlatermelons, cantaloupes, squashes) and roasting ears ~ to

such on ex.tent tha.t Inf.tny of' t11c Ovlncrr~ \-lere left unn.'blc to rea}? the

moot meager ,product of their diligent labor.
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,I i.lru~lcd iate.ly sent out, J'\1 fercG Don ~·1nrcel0 V.!lldCs 1(11th 20 men n,nd

two trackers to follow the tracks bf the enemy, though the troops, had
3

no more thnn one horse [each] and did not / / wish to vlni t for re-

lncunts fronl the supply [of horses] t '''hich "·."CLS rnorc than 6 lC[1{'.uc~ t,

distance from this presidio. Then, when the said officer returned at

sunset, he told me it had been impossible to find the enemy's tr~cks,

because the ~round was so much tread upon round ~his presidio on the

west side. Thus I decided that that ni~ht and that ~f the 17th seven

patrols 'of 4 men each should be placed on the seven avenues leadiri~

int9 ~~~e-r~ee4a~e CMS: c. in h.J these settlements, [MS: c. in h.J

and during [those nights] the hostiles were not able ,to enter in or

succeed in killing or catching any of [the residents] to ~~Ha-eat-ee~e

e:-~~e-~~~fte6 EMS: c. in h.J get news CMS: c. in h.J that could be

important 'on the matter~

At around three o'clock in the afternoon the 18th day, a boy

appeared in this presidio and said he had been a captive amon~ the
3v

Tabo'ayazes. v-Then he had been / / led to me from the guardhouse, I

put several questions to [lira, to vlhich he replied forthriehtly and

cate£orically that those [Indians] that had ,·r.real{eo. havoc the riight of'

the 16th w~re a party of 50 Taboayazes and Guachitas and that he had

fled from them that morning on the journey they were making to return

to their settlements, to which 50 more from the name nft..tions had rc-

turned four days e~rlier. By virtue thereof I have found it appro-

priate to take a statement from him~ which is the one I enclose for

CMS: c.' in h. ] Your Lordship as number 16, ¥eti~-riaPf16+1~~ so that you

may become knowledgeable of the perfidious actions of the Taboayas
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tho,se of their chiefs, and especially the great' lord of the

Taboayases t vthicl1 [}J1S: c. in h.] h~lVC l?cen so overrated l)y Don

Nicol~s de la ~athG in the plan, presented to 'Your Lordship.

(Note: The preceding pnees contain only corrections in Cabello's

hand'tvri tinge From this point the complete text is in Cabello t s hfLnd-

'\.fri tinee ]
4

The nets of the Taboayazes / I prove ,·,hat I said to Your IJordship

in T:\Y let~er nUInber 81.d-te Conseqllently, 'since it "ras not riGht that

these Indians should return to their villages without retribution or

appropriate punishment for their perfinious actions, I decided to make

an expedition to overtake them. But I was dismayed in attempting it

because of the shortage of men I have, which might frustrate any fu-

ture: honorable action at this presidio that might ~~-~~~e-Be-~eee~eap~

with, time be necessary.

, !~fter: taking what steps I could thinl( of to effect the afore-

mentioned eA~edition, I was able to gather up 40 men from the troops

(including, 2 sergeants), 28 residents, and 9 Indians from the miss'ion,

comprising: a [total] number of 77. I tllrned over these and 5 India.n
4v

,tracl<.:ers and scouts to AlfCeJr(e]s[e]s/ / Don ~1arzel0 Valdes and .

Don FranCc~sJco Amangual, with whom they set out at' 8 o'clock in the

morntne on the 19th day. I gave thenl orders and advice based on, the

critical cirClli~stances of the present case.

,Nor is the detail appearing in the margin any less [critical]:

it shows that in order to gather 40 men from the troops, it has been



Detail of troops of the
c n. v;'~i.l.r·y COlnprtny of
B6xnr the 19th· day of
t..Tuly, 1781•

With the horscherd ••••••••••••• 32

Same for the m~il•.••••••••••.•• 07

Armorer a.nd drllmm.er •••••••••••• 02

Sicl-c ••••••••••••••·••.••••••••••• Ol

On expedition •••••••••••••••••• 40.

Company total ••••••••••••• 88·

necessary to reduce the'

horseherd [detail] by ? and

tlle gllard ~t)y n, repIne in~ the'm

Of the lntter no more

than 28 with proper arms could

l1e assembled.. .ThuB Your

'Lordship can se~ ~hat the

forces at this presidio amount

·to. There are no trooI>s

[here] except one sick priva.te,

the armorer, and the drurruner'. It seems incredible. I did not vrant t·o

neglect to place the details Cof troop assigrimentsJ in the margin ~e

sA8w\~ea-t~e-e~a~~sto convince you of the truth of this.
5

Of th~~e residents remaining at this presidio, it can II only be

hopesi that' the best [armed] has an escopet or fus'il in vTorkable condi-

tion. The rest, lacking even this aid, are useless e~cept as extras

~:f-~a:;, at night at the five l?;ates to th'is presid.io~ at a cost of my

maintaining continuous viGilance over them. For they ~ould be of

little use should the enemy (as I have so often said) come to attack

it as' has occurred in many places and rnight easily occur here, ac- .

cording to CMS: one line struck through] tlle many hostiles wh6 are

making statements. If the Tanca~ues do so, in view of the incident I

disclosed te-¥ettP-~el?~6H4-};1 in my letter n1trnber 81+8 ~ Your Lordshi}) C&.n

see ~hnt unless you take iwncdiute steps to remedy Epresent condi­
5.v

tion~], II some catastrophe will occur as a result of this presidio's'



As fo,l'" the as~)aults corru:1ittcd l)~y the ~~.'a·boaya8C:~s rind GUfLch,itas fil,nd

(::lS: 'orie '--lord strucl\: throl1ghJ fl1ture inci{lents that rnn.y occur, I

'leave it to Your Lordship's consideration to decide on measures you

deell1 most, appropriate. 1.Jhile Ct,1S: one "lord struck throl1ghJ the enem,y'

have disappea.red fr01U sip;h,t, as of today there has not therefore bE:en

any cessation in substantial trouble. One [occurrence] was the one

contained in the report' I enclose as number 17 8.nd the other is that

all those persons who "h"ere worlting on the lOvTcr trt3.ct have fled ar:,ain,

as they "\';tqre attaclted by tIle hostiles and had notl1inp; with which to
6

fend tr~e-eneF.ol:f them off. T11is exelnplifies '-that I said earlier / / of

the ,i11SeC1.~ity I encounter when sorties al""e made and there a.re no men

at thi~ presidio ~9-~e-a~~e to avert emergencies that may occur. Thus

I h,ave decided not to form any more eep-.t;4-ea. except from the tr'oops nOyT

returning to this loca.tion, in order to avoid the potential [troubleJ

that may occur) while Your Lordship is providing such succour and

measures as ,are required to remedy those future ills that ee4=a*~ rna;{ ,

befa,ll.

'May Our Lord protect Your Lordship's life 'many years. Bexar,

July 20, 1781~.

Your Lordship's most attentive

and' true' servant

kisses your hand.

Lord Commandant General ~

Don PheClipJe de Nebe J
DomCincJo Cabello

6v
/1 CBla,nl<] [A.t.S., 1-6 pp., 7/20/1784]
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